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Memo re. modification to ASTR 111 
 
   Catalog description: 
 
   ASTR 111  Introductory Astronomy:  The Solar System  (3:3:0)  
ASTR 111 
   and 112 can be used to fulfil a 4-credit lab science requirement; not  
   for physics majors.  Topics include history of astronomy, evolution 
of  
   the solar system, properties of planets, scientific method, critical  
   thinking, nature of light, and principles of telescope design. 
 
   Course objectives: 
 
   1.  Understand the basic principles of astronomy 
   2.  Understand the structure of the solar system and nature of  
       its constituents. 
   3.  Understand the scientific method. 
 
   Necessity for the revision: 
 
   ASTR 111/112 and ASTR 113/114 are each self-contained.  It is not  
   necessary to take ASTR 111/112 before ASTR 113/114.  ASTR 111 
is not,  
   and has not been, a prereq for ASTR 113.  The current names, with 
the 
   "I" and "II" designations, imply otherwise.  The proposed names 
rectify 
   this problem. 
 
   Relationship to similar courses in the department: 
 
   No change, as no course content is changing. 
 
   Relationship to similar courses in other departments: 
 
   Again, no change. 
 



   Anticipated change in audience and enrollment: 
 
   No anticipated change. 
 
   List of potential instructors: 
 
   1.  Harold Geller 
   2.  Jie Zhang 
   3.  Robert Weigel 
   4.  Peter Becker 
   5.  Joseph Weingartner 
 
   Anticipated change in frequency at which course will be offered: 
 
   No change. 
 
   Additional resources necessitated by the revision: 
 
   None. 
 
   ASTR 111/112 plus ASTR 113/114 satisfied the previous 2-
semester lab  
   science gen ed requirement.  Now, ASTR 111/112 alone will satisfy  
   the gen ed requirement for one semester's worth of lab science.   
 
   A syllabus from a previous semester is attached.  Since the course 
   content is not changing, future syllabi will be similar. 
 
 
 


