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 Eliminate Biol 492 as a required course for the Biology BA and BS degrees.  

The number of required credit hours for both degrees would remain the same – 44 credit hours.

The “core” of required biology courses would be reduced to 24 credit hours while the number of elective credits would be raised to 20 credit hours from the current 19 credit hours.


Proposed “core” of 



Current “core” of 


Required biology courses


required biology courses


Biol 213 
4



Biol 213 
4





Biol 303
4



Biol 303
4


Biol 304
4



Biol 304
4


Biol 305
3



Biol 305
3


Biol 306
1



Biol 306
1


Biol 307
4



Biol 307
4



Biol 311
4



Biol 311
4








Biol 492
1


Total core      24 



Total core      25

Justification – 

One of the primary reasons this course was established no longer exists.  The State/University no longer requires an “assessment” of graduates from each program.

Another reason was to boost attendance at departmental seminars by requiring Biol 492 students attend three seminars.  This is no longer feasible with seminars at PW campus and with fewer seminars than in the past.

The graduation process is also discussed in this class as well.  However, the graduation process is now web-based, and graduating seniors can be informed of the requirements and deadlines via email (the Biology listserve).

Other reasons – the course is becoming too large to teach/manage effectively.  Currently, the course is divided into two sections of ~45 each, which occurred after enrollment reached 90+ students in a semester. Class discussions are done by separating the class into two groups, with groups meeting at different times during the semester.
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