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Course status: 

This proposed course has been taught for the past three years (with overall course ratings of 4.83 – 5.00) as EVPP 490 (special topics), cross-listed with EVPP 505 and BIOL 508.
Catalog Description: 

This course provides an overview of threats to the marine environment. It discusses the scientific, socioeconomic and political issues behind marine conservation. The course covers categories of marine pollutants (chemical, biological and physical contaminants) and their impacts on the marine ecosystem as well as impacts on humans (health, social and economic), threats to key marine species (e.g. coral, sharks, turtles and marine mammals) and initiatives and laws developed to reduce these threats. 
Scientific and socioeconomic problems that hinder sustainable fisheries management and the science and policy behind the global warming debate are also discussed. The course also provides an overview of marine environmental law and policy issues related to marine conservation policy (3:3:0) 
Necessity for the Course: 

The crisis in the world oceans is one of the major conservation problems today. The investigates the myriad issues involved (scientific and political) in a multi-disciplinary way. Marine conservation issues are not currently covered in the environmental/conservation track syllabus, despite to may extents, many of the greatest environmental problems being liked to the oceans – global warming being one such example.

Relationship to other courses: 

BIOL/GEOL 309 (Intro. To Oceanography), BIOL 449 (Marine Ecology) (prerequisites) – marine conservation and fisheries management are mentioned briefly  in one lecture in each course, but not in detail.

EVPP 419 (Marine conservation – proposed) – deals with the biology and conservation of marine mammals only, i.e. a marine conservation case study. This forms a good complimentary course to marine conservation.

Prerequisites: 

Completion or concurrent enrollment in all other required general education courses. 

Relationship to similar courses in other departments: 

This course has no similar course in other departments. 

Audience and enrollment: 

400-level. Particularly aimed at Biology (conservation biology and environmental science), Earth Science (Environmental science) majors and a proposed Earth Science (oceanography major) and the Ocean and Estuarine Science minor. The class has been run for the past three years with an enrollment of 15-20 students. More students are expected with a proper catalogue entry (30-40). 

List of instructors: 

Dr. E.C.M. Parsons, Asst. Professor – Marine biology & conservation 

Anticipated frequency: 

Every fall

Additional Resources necc: 

None at this time. 

General Education requirement: 

The course will be offered as a Gen Ed Synthesis course










