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Course status: 

This proposed course has been taught for the past three years (with overall course ratings of 4.83 – 5.00) as EVPP 490 (special topics), cross-listed with EVPP 505 and BIOL 508.
Catalog Description: 

In the wake of global concerns about environmental change, the issue of attaining sustainability has become internationally important. To attain sustainability requires action at environmental, social and economic levels. To provide students with valuable and tangible experience in practical aspects of realizing sustainability goals and to and transfer theory into practice, this course allows students to engage in real-world, sustainability-related projects that provide benefits for a target community. 
Working in interdisciplinary teams, students will identify and attempt to solve a sustainability-related problem or address a sustainability-related need in a specific target community.  Priority will be given to sustainability projects on the GMU campus or the local community. However, options for other relevant projects will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Necessity for the Course: 

See description above – sustainability is a major global issue, including at George Mason University, with several sustainability initiatives underway on campus alone. 
This proposed course provides a blend of seminar and internship, that allows students to actively participate in sustainability projects, to gain real world experience, whilst providing definite and useable project outputs.

Relationship to other courses: 

This course is intended to be the capstone course for a forthcoming minor in Sustainability Studies.

Crosslisted with NCLC 495

Prerequisites: 

Completion or concurrent enrollment in all other required general education courses. 60 credit hours completed.

Relationship to similar courses in other departments: 

This course has no similar course in other departments 
(crosslisted with NCLC see above) 

Audience and enrollment: 

400-level. Particularly aimed at students taking the minor in Sustainability Studies. The course would also be of interest to students taking the BIS (Conservation studies) majors, BS Earth Science (Environmental science) majors, BS Biology (conservation biology and environmental science) majors and 

List of instructors: 

Dr. A. Wingfield Parsons, Asst. Professor – New Century College 

Dr. E.C.M. Parsons, Asst. Professor – Department of Environmental Science & Policy

Anticipated frequency: 

Every fall

Additional Resources necc: 

None at this time. 

General Education requirement: 

The course will be eventually be submitted for consideration as a Gen Ed Synthesis course
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SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION 
EVPP 480 
4 Credits  

Course Description

In the wake of global concerns about environmental change, the issue of attaining sustainability has become internationally important. To attain sustainability requires action at environmental, social and economic levels. To provide students with valuable and tangible experience in practical aspects of realizing sustainability goals and to and transfer theory into practice, this course allows students to engage in real-world, sustainability-related projects that provide benefits for a target community. 

Working in interdisciplinary teams, students will identify and attempt to solve a sustainability-related problem or address a sustainability-related need in a specific target community.  Priority will be given to sustainability projects on the GMU campus or the local community. However, options for other relevant projects will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Course Prerequisites
This is intended to be the capstone course for the minor in Sustainability Studies.  To enroll in this course undergraduate students must have completed or be concurrently enrolled in all other required general education courses
Learning Objectives

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

· identify and effectively address sustainability needs in their target “community”;
· utilize appropriate sustainability resources effectively;
· recognize and appreciate the interdisciplinary nature of sustainability;

· transform sustainability theory into practice.
Course Requirements

1) This course requires students to complete 90 hours of project-related service outside the classroom and to attend twelve class meetings (2 hours, 50 minutes each) over the course of the semester.

2) Student teams will plan and implement their projects in consultation with a mentor from the community served by the project.  For projects on the George Mason campus, the mentor will be the University Sustainability Coordinator, Lenna Storm.

3) Student teams will submit a formal project proposal at the 3rd class meeting. Detailed guidelines and an evaluation rubric for this proposal will be provided in advance.

4) Students will report on their progress at the 6th and 11th class meetings. Detailed guidelines and an evaluation rubric for these progress reports will be provided in advance.
5) Students will document their projects in a final portfolio. Detailed portfolio guidelines and an evaluation rubric will be provided; portfolio will include written components that will satisfy the general education synthesis requirement for demonstration of competency in written communication.

6) At the final course meeting, students will make formal presentations on their projects to the class, along with a panel of guest faculty and community mentors. Detailed presentation guidelines and an evaluation rubric will be provided; this presentation will satisfy the general education synthesis requirement for demonstration of competency in oral communication.
7) Each student will select and circulate readings relevant to one of the weekly themes, and will facilitate discussion of these readings that week.

8) Participation in seminar discussions will also be graded (including providing readings and facilitation of discussion on a designated day.)

Assessment and Grading

Project Proposal—100 points

Progress Reports (2)—50 points each

Community Mentor’s Evaluation of Project—100 points

Final Presentation—200 points

Portfolio—400 points

Participation—100 points
Grading scale:

A+
1000-970
C+
799-770

A
969-930

C
769-730

A-
929-900

C-
729-700

B+
899-870

D
699-600

B
869-830

F
599-0

B-
829-800

Course Design
Seven of the twelve class meetings will be seminar sessions involving students and guest speakers from the GMU faculty dealing with sustainability issues in their teaching, research and practice. Outside guest speakers may also participate in these seminars. These sessions will focus on how sustainability is viewed by different disciplines and will provide practical information on how practitioners in different fields implement sustainability in their work.  Presentations by guest speakers will be followed by student-facilitated discussions of readings relevant to the seminar topic.  These readings will be chosen beforehand by the guest speakers and the student facilitators.
The remaining class meetings will be designed to support student groups’ work on projects and final presentations.
Late Work

Assignments are to be submitted before the beginning of class on the day due.  Late work will be reduced one grade per day.  No work will be accepted over one week late without a valid written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  

Honor Code

When you enrolled in this course you agreed to abide by the university's Honor Code.  The Honor Code does not preclude collaborative work, such as informal discussions and studying in communities.  Nor does it preclude assigned group work. The Honor Code does require that work you, as an individual, turn in ultimately be the product of your own individual synthesis or integration of ideas, and that the work a group turns in ultimately be the product of the group's collective ideas.  If you are uncertain of the line between collaboration and cheating, see an instructor.  As always, cite your sources.  If you do not, it is plagiarism.  Plagiarism means lifting someone else's ideas or words and presenting them as your own without proper attribution of the source.  This includes all sources, including those found on the Internet.  Use an approved citation method, such as MLA, APA, etc.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see the instructors and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Email Policy 

GMU faculty and staff may only correspond with students through the students' GMU assigned email accounts.  Emails sent from other accounts will not be answered.

Schedule

(Note: guest speakers named in this schedule have yet to be confirmed; most of those named are individuals who have demonstrated an interest in sustainability by participating in one of the Sustainability Across the Curriculum faculty development workshops held in 2007 and 2008.)

Week 1 

Introduction 

Project discussion and team set-up 

Proposal development 

Week 2

Seminar Topic: Campus Sustainability

Guest Speaker: Lenna Storm, University Sustainability Coordinator

Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 3

Seminar Topic: Human Dimensions of Sustainability

Guest Speaker: Susie Crate, Environmental Science and Policy

Student Facilitators: TBA

Project Proposal Due

Week 5

Seminar Topic: Sustainability in Architecture & Engineering

Guest Speaker: Sharon DeMonsabert, Civil, Environmental, & Infrastructure Engineering

Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 6

First Progress Report Due

Students will present their first progress report and gain faculty and peer feedback.

Week 7
Seminar Topic: Sustainability and Conservation Science

Guest Speaker: TBA (a faculty member from Environmental Science & Policy) 
Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 8

Seminar Topic: Sustainability and the Arts
Guest Speaker: Tom Ashcraft, Art and Visual Technology

Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 10

Seminar Topic: Sustainability and Public Policy

Peter Balint: Public and International Affairs

Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 11

Second Progress Report Due

Students will present their second progress report and gain faculty and peer feedback on progress.

Week 12

Seminar Topic: Sustainability and the Media

Guest Speaker: Ed Maibach, GMU Center for Excellence in Climate Change Communication Research

Student Facilitators: TBA

Week 14

Advising Session

Although there will be no specific class this week, students can meet with the instructor to discuss and finalize their presentations. Students should have a draft of their presentation prepared by this session.

Week 15

Final Presentations 

The presentations will be judged by a faculty panel comprised of the course instructor and guest speakers from the seminar sessions.

