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Program Proposal Form for the College of Science
For approval of new programs, program modifications or program deletions
Please send this form and all supporting documents in one (1) Microsoft Word file to Assad Khan (akhanf@gmu.edu) by the posting deadline (two weeks prior to the scheduled meeting).  

If additional approval is needed from other departments/programs, please note the departments in description area below and have your committee representative provide a signed copy of this form at the curriculum committee meeting this proposal will be treated.

If this is a graduate program, all required forms required for Graduate Council submission should be included.  More information can be found at: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/provost/council/grad.htm

Curriculum Committee Representative
Dmitri Klimov





Department Bioinformatics and Comp Biol Phone 3-8395     E-mail 
dklimov@gmu.edu

Name of Program: 
 Minor in Bioinformatics






Action to be taken:  New


  Modification
X
  Delete 

 
Type of Program: Undergraduate BA __ _  BS __ __  Minor __X__  Certificate ____ Concentration_______


     Graduate MA ____  MS ____  PhD ____  Certificate ____
Description of new program, program modification, program deletion and/or overlap with an existing program:
Program modification: The following two courses are excluded from the coursework:

1. BINF 403 - Bioinformatics and Computational Biology Lab I

2. BINF 404 - Bioinformatics and Computational Biology Lab II 


The modified courses, BINF 401 - Bioinformatics and Computational Biology I and BINF 402 - Bioinformatics and Computational Biology II, now incorporate practical programming exercises assigned during the classes and in the homework. Also BIN401 and BINF402 teach students the basics of algorithm development. As a result the separate courses BINF403 and BINF403 are no longer needed. After this change the total number of credits in the Bioinformatics Minor is reduced to 22 (or 20, depending on the specific course sequence option taken). 


After the change the Minor in Bioinformatics will have the following description:

Minor in Bioinformatics
The bioinformatics minor is an interdisciplinary program consisting of required courses in biology, programming, statistics, and bioinformatics. Six credits of course work must be unique to the minor. Students must complete the following courses with a minimum GPA of 2.00, distributed as follows:

BINF 401 Bioinformatics and Computational Biology I

BINF 402 Bioinformatics and Computational Biology II

BIOL 213 Cell Structure and Function

BIOL 482 Introduction to Molecular Genetics

IT 108 Programming Fundamentals

IT 208 Program Design and Data Structures or CS 112 Computer Science I (instead of IT 108 and IT 208)

STAT 344 Probability and Statistics for Engineers and Scientists I or STAT 250 Introductory Statistics I
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