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1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: FRSC 550 Issues in Forensic Anthropology (3:3:0)
Course Prerequisites: Graduate standing.

Catalog Description: Examines issues related to skeletal analyses and interpretation of forensic case reports in determining personal identification and cause of death.  Discussions include skeletal variation, age criteria, sexing criteria, pathology, trauma, and post-mortem damage.
2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:
Course Objectives: This course is intended for graduate students completing the graduate certificate in forensic sciences.  This course focuses on the scientific and interpretive issues that arise when analyzing the skeletal remains in a forensic case.  The objective of this course is to provide students the background for understanding and interpreting the scientific assessments presented in forensic anthropology case reports. 

Course Necessity: This course will be one of a small suite of courses taught in support of the new graduate certificate in forensic sciences.  It will serve as an important complement to the general forensics track, providing students with important background for their professional careers. 
Course Relationship to Existing Programs: This will be an elective course in the proposed general forensic science track.
Course Relationship to Existing Courses: This course will complement other course offerings in the proposed forensic science track.
3. APPROVAL HISTORY: None
4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:
Semester of Initial Offering: The course will be first offered in Spring 2009. 

Proposed Instructors: Ann M. Palkovich (Department of Sociology/Anthropology)

5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.

FRSC 550
Issues in Forensic Anthropology
-- SYLLABUS --

Prerequisites: graduate standing.

Credits: 3
Instructor: Ann M Palkovich
Course objective: This graduate course is designed as a broad introduction into the field of forensic anthropology for the students with the background in the sciences pursing the graduate certificate in forensic science.  The goal of the course is to present the basic concepts of skeletal biology and the bases on which forensic determination of personal identification and cause of death are made.  

 

Course description: The course consists of three parts. The first part introduces students to the fundamental concepts in skeletal biology. Two other parts explore specialized topics in skeletal analysis and present case studies as example of forensic interpretation.   

 

Part I introduces the basic notions of skeletal anatomy and morphology. Issues of age and sex distinctions as well as variation due to growth and development will be considered.  Life history analyzes will be introduced as a scheme for understanding skeletal characteristics relative to cumulative identifying characteristics (dental history, handedness, childbirth indicators, and the like). 

 

Part II  focuses on perimortem and postmortem skeletal indicators.  Blunt force trauma, child abuse, penetrating and performating trauma will be considered as they relate to cause of death.  Estimation of post mortem interval and post mortem events such as carnivore scavenging, cremation, weathering and dismemberment will be discussed.  Reliability and variation in skeletal indicators as reflected in forensic case reports will be discussed. 

 

Part III focuses on medico-legal aspects of forensic anthropology. The role of skeletal remains as evidence, expert testimony and reliability of skeletal interpretation will be considered.  The role forensic anthropology plays in personal identification, its complement to DNA evidence and the efficacy of presenting cause of death determinations will be discussed.  
Prerequisites: Students are expected to be familiar with basic concepts of biology and human anatomy. 

 

Grading basis: The students will be graded on the basis of course paper or final exam, homework, and attendance. 

 

Course materials:
1. Linda Klepinger,   Fundamental of Forensic Anthropology

2. Komar and Buikstra,  Forensic Anthropology: Contemporary Theory and Practice
3. Online lecture notes
Honor code: Exams, projects, and homework must reflect individual work. 
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