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1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: FRSC 530 Criminal Law (3:3:0)
Course Prerequisites: Graduate standing.

Catalog Description: Introduction to the criminal justice process, constitutional overview, the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth amendments, continuation of criminal justice process, exclusionary rule and the Bill of Rights. Search warrants requirements, including probable cause, particularity and proper execution. Warrant-less searches and seizures, the plain view doctrine, exigent circumstances, searches incident to an arrest and consent. Challenges to searches, including the exclusionary rule and the concept of standing. Warrant requirements for arrest. Interrogation, including the Miranda rule and its limitations. The Grand Jury process and pre-trial discovery issues. Trial and the right to counsel. Burdens of proof, guilty pleas and plea bargaining. Sentencing issues, including an overview of sentencing guidelines.

2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:
Course Objectives: This course is intended for graduate students completing the graduate certificate in forensic sciences.  This course takes an integrative approach to the criminal justice system as it relates to crime scene analysis.
Course Necessity: This course will be one of a small suite of courses taught in support of the new graduate certificate in forensics.

Course Relationship to Existing Programs: This will be a required course in the proposed graduate certificate in forensics.

Course Relationship to Existing Courses: There are two existing courses at Mason that include some coverage of forensics concepts.  ADJ 304 focuses on computer forensics, and ADJ 400 focuses on forensic psychology.  However neither of these classes includes the material contain in the proposed class.

3. APPROVAL HISTORY: None

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:
Semester of Initial Offering: The course will be first offered in Fall 2009.
Proposed Instructors: TBA
5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.

FRSC 520
Criminal Law

-- SAMPLE SYLLABUS --

Prerequisites: Graduate standing.

Credits: 3

Course Objectives: A detailed examination and analysis of the law affecting forensic science across the discipline range. Special emphasis is given to the laws affecting evidence, courtroom procedure, and the forensic expert. 

Text:  

Science in the Law: Forensic Science Issues, by David L. Faigman, David H. Kaye, & 

Michael J. Saks, Joseph Sanders.  ISBN: 0314263268.  Thomson/West Publishers.  
References: The library on campus maintains a very good collection of materials covering topics related to this class.  Some of the main Dewey Decimal Classification numbers associated with topics covered in this course includes: (1) 363.2 - Police, (2) 364 - Criminal Justice - Administration of Justice, (3) 364 - Crime & Criminals, and (4) 364 - Law Enforcement.  There are many of the reference books or magazines in the library that may be helpful as well.  Students are encouraged to explore the topics on hand. 

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:  At the conclusion of this course students are expected to be able to: 

1. Explain the General Assumptions and Rationale of Forensic Identification
2. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of fingerprint identification.
3. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of Question Document examination.

4. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of Firearms and Toolsmarks

5. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of Arson and Explosion Investigation.

6. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of Alcohol, Drug and Serology Evidence.

7. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of DNA Typing

8. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of Serology and Toxicology

9. Define the legal issues associated with scientific principals of computer science and cybercrime

Grading:   Final Grades are assigned according to the following schedule:

A = 100 - 93%

A- = 92 – 90%

B+ = 89 - 87%

B = 86 – 83%

B- = 82 – 80%

C+ = 79 - 77%

C = 76 – 73%

C- = 72 – 70%

D+ = 69 

D = 68

F = 67% and below

Grades are determined by using the following weighted scale:

	Attendance & Participation                                        
	10%

	Quizzes 
	10%

	Court Projects
	20%

	Midterm
	30%

	Final Exam
	30%


Attendance & Participation: Attendance is expected at all regularly scheduled class meetings.  Failure to attend class will likely result in the lowering of the grade either through missed opportunity for participation points or by missing a pop-quiz.  Participation is required, and a grade is assigned to students for quality participation in class discussions. 

Course Schedule: The following proposed course schedule is adopted for this semester and is subject to adjustment and change as required.  

Week 


Events

1
Introduction – The Courts & the Forensic Expert
2
Read Chapter 1 The General Assumptions and Rationale of Forensic Identification

3
Read Chapter 2
4
Read Chapter 3
5
Read Chapter 4
6
Read Chapter 5 

7
Read Chapter 6  (Midterm)
8
Read Chapter 7
9
Read Chapter 8
10
Read Chapter 9
11
Read Chapter 10
12
Read Chapter 11
13
Read Handouts and Class presentations
14
Student Projects and Final Materials
15
Final Exam, See Final Exam Schedule for date/time 









