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1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: FRSC 500 Introduction to Forensic Science (3:3:0)
Course Prerequisites: graduate standing.

Catalog Description: Overview of forensic science and related investigative techniques. Includes coverage of crime scene investigation, crime scene procedures, the role of the forensic pathologist, the modern forensic laboratory, DNA analysis techniques, microanalysis, examination of trace evidence, hairs and fibers, examination of questioned documents, forensic anthropology, forensic odontology, homicide investigation, and analysis of a mock crime scene.
2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:
Course Objectives: This course is intended for graduate students completing the graduate certificate in forensic sciences.  The objective of this course is to present a broad introduction to a variety of issues involving the collection, analysis, and interpretation of evidence at crime scenes.  Also covers the surrounding legal issues associated with the development of the basis for court proceedings.
Course Necessity: This course will be one of a small suite of courses taught in support of the new graduate certificate in forensics.  It will serve as one of two required core classes for both concentrations, providing students with important background for their professional careers.
Course Relationship to Existing Programs: This will be a core course in the proposed graduate certificate in forensics.

Course Relationship to Existing Courses: This course will complement other course offerings in the proposed forensics graduate certificate program.

3. APPROVAL HISTORY: None

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:
Semester of Initial Offering: The course will be first offered in Fall 2008.
Proposed Instructors: William H. Whildin, who is the medicolegal death investigator in the Virginia Chief Medical Examiner’s Northern District office.
5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.

FRSC 500
Introduction to Forensic Science
-- SYLLABUS --

Instructor: 
Bill Whildin



Medicolegal Investigator 



Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

Northern District, Fairfax, Virginia

E-mail:

william.whildin@vdh.virginia.gov

Telephone:
703-764-4640 (wk)

Pager: 
703-612-7776

Text:
Forensic Pathology “Principles and Practices”, by David Dolinak, Evan Matshes, and Emma Lew ISBN: 0-12-21-219951-0

This is course introduces students to the basic concepts underlying modern forensic science, by integrating medical, scientific, sociological, and legal methodology. Includes coverage of crime scene investigation, crime scene procedures, the role of the forensic pathologist, the modern forensic laboratory, DNA analysis techniques, microanalysis, examination of trace evidence, hairs and fibers, examination of questioned documents, forensic anthropology, forensic odontology, homicide investigation, and analysis of a mock crime scene.

This class will be taught by way of lecture, case analysis, and slide presentations. Case studies will be presented, where the students must apply the theoretical concepts just developed to actual situations. This core course in the Forensics Graduate Certificate program will encompass the various fundamental techniques used in the study of Forensic Science and Medicine and apply them to the interpretation of facts to help determine and reconstruct the sequence of events at a crime scene.

Student Responsibilities: Students will be responsible to research the literature and related textual material prior to each class, to be prepared for the topic of discussion each week. Class participation is absolutely essential in order to discuss the various factors involved, and to talk about them in the relevancy that they are found. Resources to be used included:

· Forensic Pathology, Vincent DiMaio, Dominick DiMaio

· Medicolegal Investigations of Death, Werner Spitz (ed), 3rd Ed.

· American Journal of Forensic Medicine and Pathology

· Journal of American Medical Association

· Journal of Forensic Science

Grades: 
Grades will be based on Paper/Presentation (30%), Participation (10%), Mid-term (30%), and Final Exam (30%). 

	100-95     A
	87-84     B 
	77-74     C

	94-91       A-
	83-81     B-
	73-71     C-

	90-88       B+
	80-78     C+
	70-          F 


Class topics:
· Overview of Forensic Science and Investigative Techniques

· Crime scene investigation

· Crime scene procedures

· The Role of the Forensic Pathologist

· The Forensic Laboratory

· Techniques of DNA

· Microanalysis and Examination of Trace Evidence

· Hairs and fibers

· Examination of questioned documents

· Forensic Anthropology

· Forensic Odontology

· Homicide Investigation

· Mock crime scene

There will no switching of topic or teams, without instructor approval.  

Research Papers/Presentations will not be accepted late! NO extra credit, please don’t ask.









