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	Program Approval Form
	For approval of new programs and deletions or modifications to an existing program. 

More information is located on page 2.  


	Action Requested:
	Program Type: (check one)

	X
	Create New (SCHEV form required except for minors and certificates)
	
	B.A.
	
	B.S.
	X
	Minor

	
	Delete Existing
	
	Undergraduate Certificate

	
	Modify Existing (check all that apply)
	
	M.A.
	
	M.S.
	
	Ph.D.

	
	
	Title (requires SCHEV approval except for minors, certificates)
	
	Graduate Certificate

	
	
	Concentration (Add/Modify)
	
	Application Requirements
	
	
	Other:
	

	
	
	Degree Requirements
	
	Admission Standards
	
	

	
	
	Other Changes:
	
	
	


	College/School:
	College of Science
	Department:
	AOES

	Submitted by:
	Julia Nord
	Ext:
	X3-3395
	Email:
	jnord@gmu.edu


	Effective Term:
	Fall
	2010
	Please note: For students to start a new degree, minor, certificate or concentration, the program must be fully approved, entered into Banner, and published in the University Catalog.


	Justification: (attach separate document if necessary)

	


	
	Existing
	New/Modified

	Program Title:
	
	Minor in Paleontology

	Concentration Title(s):
	
	

	Admissions Standards / Application Requirements: (Required only if different from those listed in the University Catalog)
	
	Undergraduate status

	Degree Requirements: (Consult University Catalog for models, attach separate document if necessary using track changes for modifications)
	
	12 required credits
6-8 credits of electives 



	TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED:
	
	18-20
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	Department
	Date
	
	College/School
	Date


If this program may impact another unit or is in collaboration with another unit at Mason, the originating department must circulate this proposal for review by those units and obtain the necessary signatures prior to submission. Failure to do so will delay action on this proposal.
	Unit Name
	Unit Approval Name
	Unit Approver’s Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


For Graduate Programs Only

	
	
	
	
	

	Graduate Council Member
	
	Provost Office 
	
	Graduate Council Approval Date


MINOR IN PALEONTOLOGY

To receive this minor, students must successfully complete 18 - 20 credits with a minimum GPA of 2.00, distributed as follows:
REQUIRED CORE (12 CREDITS)

GEOL 102 - Introductory Geology II  (Historical geology). 4 Credits
GEOL 312 - Invertebrate Paleontology. 4 Credits
GEOL 3XX - Vertebrate Paleontology. 4 Credits
ELECTIVES (6 – 8) credits chosen from the following. 
 (NOTE: Many of the courses below have additional prerequisites beyond the required core courses above so please check the individual courses carefully).

Pick 2 courses from

BIOL 374/EOS 321  Biogeography: Space, Time Life (3)
BIOL 377 Applied Ecology (3)
BIOL 470  Dinosaur Biology (3)  
BIOL 471 Evolution (3)

EVPP 339  Vertebrate Natural History (4)

GEOL 304 Sedimentary Petrology (GEOL 302 prereq) (4)

GEOL 364 Marine Geology (3)

OR chose one of the following course sequences
BIOL 303 Animal Biology (prereq BIOL 213)  (4) and 
BIOL 320 Comparative Chordate Anatomy (4) or 



BIOL 322 Patterns of Animal Development  (4) or 
            
BIOL 331 Invertebrate zoology  (4) or
              BIOL 332 Insect biology (4) 
              

BIOL 307 Ecology (3) and BIOL 333 Vertebrate Zoology (4) 

 

BIOL / GEOL 309 Oceanography (3) and EVPP 419 Marine Mammal Biology and Conservation 
BIOL 305 Biology of Microorganisms and BIOL 407 Microbial diversity (4) .

Notes:

Eight credits of course work must be unique to the minor.

For policies governing all minors, see the Academic Policies chapter of this catalog.
