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	Program Approval Form
	For approval of new programs and deletions or modifications to an existing program. 

More information is located on page 2.  


	Action Requested:
	Program Type: (check one)

	
	Create New (SCHEV form required except for minors and certificates)
	
	B.A.
	
	B.S.
	x
	Minor

	
	Delete Existing
	
	Undergraduate Certificate

	x
	Modify Existing (check all that apply)
	
	M.A.
	
	M.S.
	
	Ph.D.

	
	
	Title (requires SCHEV approval except for minors, certificates)
	
	Graduate Certificate

	
	
	Concentration (Add/Modify)
	
	Application Requirements
	
	
	Other:
	

	
	x
	Degree Requirements
	
	Admission Standards
	
	

	
	
	Other Changes:
	
	
	


	College/School:
	College of Science
	Department:
	Dept of Bioinformatics and Comp Biology

	Submitted by:
	Dmitri Klimov
	Ext:
	3-8395
	Email:
	dklimov@gmu.edu


	Effective Term:
	Fall
	2010
	Please note: For students to start a new degree, minor, certificate or concentration, the program must be fully approved, entered into Banner, and published in the University Catalog.


	Justification: (attach separate document if necessary)

	See attached


	
	Existing
	New/Modified

	Program Title:
	Minor in Bioinformatics
	

	Concentration Title(s):
	n/a
	

	Admissions Standards / Application Requirements: (Required only if different from those listed in the University Catalog)
	No changes proposed
	

	Degree Requirements: (Consult University Catalog for models, attach separate document if necessary using track changes for modifications)
	See attached
	

	TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED:
	No changes proposed
	


Approval Signatures

	
	
	
	
	

	Department
	Date
	
	College/School
	Date


If this program may impact another unit or is in collaboration with another unit at Mason, the originating department must circulate this proposal for review by those units and obtain the necessary signatures prior to submission. Failure to do so will delay action on this proposal.
	Unit Name
	Unit Approval Name
	Unit Approver’s Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


For Graduate Programs Only

	
	
	
	
	

	Graduate Council Member
	
	Provost Office 
	
	Graduate Council Approval Date


Proposed program modification and justification

The course BINF 490 Independent Senior Research in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology is proposed to be included as an alternative (substitute) course to BINF402 Bioinformatics and Computational Biology II within the course work of Minor in Bioinformatics. Because the course BINF490 has the same number of credits as BINF402 and as prerequisites requires permission of instructor, its inclusion in the Minor coursework will not change the number of credits or the course work flow. 
The proposed change is motivated by the following consideration. Because the number of students in the Minor fluctuates from year to year, it is possible that in some years the course BINF 402 can be cancelled due to low enrollment. In this case students taking the Minor can be delayed from graduation. To ensure that those students graduate the Minor on time, we propose to include BINF490 as an alternative course to BINF402. BINF490 offers individual research in bioinformatics and computational biology under the guidance of faculty member and includes the topics similar to those covered in BINF402. 


After the proposed modification the description of Minor in Bioinformatics will be as follows:
Minor in Bioinformatics

The bioinformatics minor is an interdisciplinary program consisting of required courses in biology, programming, statistics, and bioinformatics. Six credits of course work must be unique to the minor. Students must complete the following courses with a minimum GPA of 2.00, distributed as follows:

BINF 401 Bioinformatics and Computational Biology I

BINF 402 Bioinformatics and Computational Biology II or BINF 490 Independent Senior Research in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
BIOL 213 Cell Structure and Function

BIOL 482 Introduction to Molecular Genetics

IT 108 Programming Fundamentals

IT 208 Program Design and Data Structures or CS 112 Computer Science I (instead of IT 108 and IT 208)

STAT 344 Probability and Statistics for Engineers and Scientists I or STAT 250 Introductory Statistics I

The total number of credits in the Minor in Bioinformatics is 22 or 20, depending on the specific course sequence option taken. 

