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Proposed Changes to the Undergraduate Minor in Bioinformatics
Modification of coursework requirements:

We propose to add the course BIOL 482 “Introduction to Molecular Genetics” (3 credits) to the coursework within the Minor in Bioinformatics. 

Rationale:

BIOL 482 introduces students to the basic structure and function of genetic material at molecular level. This course will offer significant insights to the students taking Minor in Bioinformatics. In the past, BIOL 482 has been included in the coursework for Minor in Bioinformatics administered by the Department of Molecular and Microbiology. The inclusion of BIOL 482 in the current Minor administrated by the Department of Bioinformatics and Computational Biology will not change significantly the Minor’s course load. For example, because BIOL 482 is the required course for the students majoring in Biology (concentration in Molecular Biology), the total number of Minor credits to be taken outside the major will still be 18 (or 15 depending on particular coursework track). Although BIOL 482 has prerequisites, the course also allows student admission based on instructor permission. This option will reduce the number of “overhead” courses to be taken by the students pursuing the Minor, but not majoring in Biology.   
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