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Course Proposal Submitted to the Curriculum Committee of the College of Science

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:

      FRSC 790: Internship in Forensic Science

Course Prerequisites: Admitted to Forensic Science Program or permission of instructor. See department for requirements and application procedure prior to enrollment.
Catalog Description: 

On the job experience for Forensic Science majors in industry or government laboratories or investigative units, or approved study programs with specific employers. Students work in observational, experimental, or theoretical research, and prepare weekly journals, as well as a written report at the end of the internship. 

2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION: 
Course Objectives:
The objectives of this course are to offer students the opportunity to enhance their academic coursework with field work that will substantively correlate with a discipline of forensic science. Students will participate in a supervised learning atmosphere in their field and keep and submit weekly learning journals describing these experiences, and analyze the operations of an agency, department, or unit while working with non-GMU faculty. Regular meetings with program faculty and site-supervisor’s will be provided to ensure structure and guidance.  
Course Necessity:

The proposed course will expand the range of individual topics that can be selected by a student in the FS program. This course will allow learning beyond the classroom and give students the opportunity to develop an understanding of the relationship between theory and practice. 
Course Relationship to Existing Programs:

There are many internships similar to this design, but this course is only open to students in the forensic science program, and will cover research topics not currently covered at GMU.
Course Relationship to Existing Courses:
None
3. APPROVAL HISTORY: N/A
4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS: 
Semester of Initial Offering: Spring 2011
Proposed Instructors: Emily Rancourt
5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.
FRSC 790
Internship in Forensic Science

Prerequisites: None

Instructor: Emily Rancourt

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Description: 
The objectives of this course are to offer students the opportunity to enhance their academic coursework with field work that will substantively correlate with a discipline of forensic science. Students will participate in a supervised learning atmosphere in their field and keep and submit weekly learning journals describing these experiences, and analyze the operations of an agency, department, or unit while working with non-GMU faculty. Regular meetings with program faculty and site-supervisor’s will be provided to ensure structure and guidance.  
Course Outline:
A week syllabus cannot be detailed, because each placement, amount of time, and instructor could have a different focus.  The prospective student will submit weekly journals as well as a final paper. The student will maintain periodic contact with their adviser to review progress.  









