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 Course Proposal Submitted to the COS Curriculum Committee

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
EVPP362: Intermediate Environmental Policy
Course Prerequisites:
EVPP361 or GOVT 361 or POI
Catalog Description:
Examines environmental issues building on learning objectives from EVPP361.  Focuses on environmental and policy issues in the US and internationally, exploring the politics of nature and the interaction of environmental science and politics and resulting controversy.  Risk and uncertainty loom large in most environmental issues.  “Natural” disasters as well as direct “man-made” problems will be covered.  
2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:
Course Objectives:
The course is expected to broaden the view of what environmental issues are, the range of possible solutions to them, and what may be the most workable policies in dealing with these issues.

This course will examine a variety of environmental issues from a number of different perspectives.  First, it will consider some general environmental issues and policy in the United States.  Then it will explore the politics of nature and how the interaction of science and politics over environmental issues create controversy.  Risk and uncertainty loom large in most environmental issues – this course will examine these issues from a number of viewpoints.  Then this course will consider “natural” disasters as environmental issues and will provide perspectives on policies that affect these disasters.  The course will then consider man-made environmental issues such as pollution – and how they affect different communities.  Finally, it will examine issues that cross national boundaries, such as energy resources and climate change, and how different actors develop solutions for these problems.

Course Necessity:

This course will required in three concentrations in the newly proposed BA in Environmental and Sustainability Studies.  I will provide in depth understanding of the interplay of environmental science and policy decisions builing on introductory material in the EVPP361 course.
Course Relationship to Existing Programs:

EVPP 362 will be available to government majors, most likely as a cross listed GOVT course.  It provides a continuing interface between the science and policy of environmental issues.
Course Relationship to Existing Courses:
EVPP362 will be a more in depth exploration of environmental policy issue building on EVPP361
3. APPROVAL HISTORY:

NA

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:
Semester of Initial Offering:
Fall 2010, Spring 2011

Proposed Instructors:

Dr. Allison Macfarlane

Dr. Peter Balint

5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.

EVPP 362: Intermediate Environmental Policy

Syllabus

Instructor: Prof. Allison Macfarlane

Office: David King 3040

Phone: 703-993-9144

Email: amacfarl@gmu.edu

Lecture: 

Location: 

Office Hours: 

Description:  This course will examine a variety of environmental issues from a number of different perspectives.  First, it will consider some general environmental issues and policy in the United States.  Then it will explore the politics of nature and how the interaction of science and politics over environmental issues create controversy.  Risk and uncertainty loom large in most environmental issues – this course will examine these issues from a number of viewpoints.  Then this course will consider “natural” disasters as environmental issues and will provide perspectives on policies that affect these disasters.  The course will then consider man-made environmental issues such as pollution – and how they affect different communities.  Finally, it will examine issues that cross national boundaries, such as energy resources and climate change, and how different actors develop solutions for these problems.

The course is expected to broaden the view of what environmental issues are, the range of possible solutions to them, and what may be the most workable policies in dealing with these issues.

Requirements: The most important requirement in this course is to keep up with the readings.  That means that readings for the assigned day MUST be completed before class.  The reason for this is that you are required to take part in class discussions of the topics at hand.  The readings will be found in the required books or on Blackboard.  Due to the expected size of the class, we will engage in a number of cooperative learning experiences, which will result in short presentations.  Everyone must do at least one presentation by semester’s end.  

Writing assignments will be short: one opinion piece, in the form of an op-ed from the New York Times or Atlanta Journal-Constitution; the other will be a brief, well-referenced paper on one of the environmental issues covered in class.  There will be one final exam.

In addition, because readings and class discussion are important, class absences must be explained before class (if physically possible).  If you are sick or traveling and will need to miss a class, please phone or email the instructor ahead of time.

If a student is learning disabled, students should present documentation of the disability from the Disability Resources Center during the first week of classes.

Note that plagiarism is not acceptable.  Please see the GMU plagiarism statement attached at end of syllabus. Plagiarism is a very serious offense and will likely result in failure of the course.  I will run all papers through SafeAssign.
Note that the plagiarism statement is particularly important for this course, as it incorporates mostly writing assignments.  

In addition, read the New York Times every day, try to read external sources such as the BBC, Le Monde, the Guardian, Financial Times, (easy to do via the web) and keep current with world events.

Grading: 
Class participation and presentations

20%



short paper




20%



long paper




30%



final exam




30%

Required Books: 

Norman Vig, Michael Kraft, 2003, Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-First Century, 5th Edition, Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Michael T. Klare, 2001, Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict, New York: Henry Holt and Company.

William Cronon, 1996, Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature, New York: W.W. Norton and Company.

Schedule: 

Jan 5: Introduction, housekeeping

Jan 7: The Environment in the United States: 

Read: Vig and Kraft book, Ch. 1, pp. 1-32.

Walter Rosenbaum, Environmental Politics and Policy, 5th edition, Washington, DC: CQ Press, Ch.1, pp. 1-43.

Jan 12: The Environment in the United States: 


Read: Vig and Kraft book, Ch. 6 and Ch. 8.  

Jan 14: The Environment in the United States

Read: William Shutkin, 2000, The Land That Could Be, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, Ch. 2, pp. 45-87.

Jan 19: NO CLASS – MLK DAY

Jan 21: What is Nature? 

Read: Cronon book– Introduction, pp. 23-56, The Trouble with Wilderness, pp. 69-90.

Jan 26: What is Nature?


Film: Fooling with Nature

Jan 28: What is Nature?

Read: Cronon book, Anne Whiston Spirn, “Constructing Nature: The Legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted, pp. 91-113; 

Cronon book, James D. Proctor, “Whose Nature? The Contested Moral Terrain of Ancient Forests”, pp. 269-297.

Feb 2: What is Risk?

Read: Walter Rosenbaum, 2003, Environmental Politics and Policy, Washington, DC, CQ Press, Chapter 4, pp. 120-153.

Vig and Kraft book, Ch. 10, pp.223-248.

Feb 4: What is Risk?

Read: Sylvia Noble Tesh, 2000, Uncertain Hazards, Environmental Activists and Scientific Proof, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, Ch. 5-6, pp. 81-119.

Feb 9: Uncertainty and Decision-making

Read: Daniel Sarewitz, Roger Pielke, Jr, and Radford Byerly, 2000, Prediction: Science, Decision Making, and the Future of Nature, Washington, DC: Island Press, Ch. 1 & 18, pp. 11-22, 361-387.

Feb 11: Natural Disasters? Fires, Earthquakes, Floods


Film: Nova: Fire Wars


OPINION PIECE DUE

Feb 16: Natural Disasters? Fires, Earthquakes, Floods

Read: Mike Davis, 1998, Ecology of Fear, Los Angeles and the Imagination of Disaster, New York: Vintage Books, Ch. 1, pp. 5-55.

Feb 18: FILM: GM Foods

Feb 23: Natural Disasters? Fires, Earthquakes, Floods


Read: Mike Davis, Ecology of Fear, Ch. 2-3, pp. 59-147.

Feb 25: MIDTERM EXAM

Mar 1: Natural Disasters? Coastlines

Read: Jill Schneiderman, editor, 2000, The Earth Around Us, Maintaining a Livable Planet, New York: WH Freeman, Ch. 15-16, pp. 181-220. 

Cornelia Dean, 1999, Against the Tide, the Battle for America’s Beaches, New York: Columbia University Press, Ch. 1-2, pp. 1-35.

Mar 3: Man-Made Disasters: Pesticides and other toxics 


Read: Rachel Carson, 1962, Silent Spring, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, Ch.3, pp. 15-37.

Walter Rosenbaum, 2003, Environmental Politics and Policy, Washington, DC, CQ Press, Chapter 7, pp. 229-268.

Mar 8: SPRING BREAK

Mar 10: SPRING BREAK

Mar 15: Man-Made Disasters: Waste – Incinerators


Read: Hugh Gusterson, 

Mar 17:  Man-made disasters: Waste – Nuclear

Read: Allison Macfarlane, 2003, Underlying Yucca Mountain: The Interplay of Geology and Policy in Nuclear Waste Disposal, Social Studies of Science, 

Mar 22: Man-Made Disasters: Toxics and Environmental Justice


Read: Vig and Kraft book, Evan Ringquist, Environmental Justice, Ch. 11, pp. 249-273.

Mar 24: Man-Made Disasters: Toxics and Environmental Justice


Film: POV: Fenceline


SHORT WRITING PIECE DUE

Mar 29: International Issues: Water Resources

Read: Klare book, Ch. 6, pp. 138-160.

Mar 31: International Issues: Water Resources


Read: Klare book, Ch. 7, pp. 161-189.

Apr 5: International Issues: Fossil Fuels


Read Klare book, Ch. 1-2, pp. 1-50.

Apr 7: International Issues: Fossil Fuels


Read Klare book, Ch. 3-4, pp. 51-108.

Apr 12: International Issues: Climate change


Read: Vig and Kraft book, Ch. 13, pp. 299-323.

Walter Rosenbaum, 2003, Environmental Politics and Policy, Washington, DC, CQ Press, Chapter 10, pp. 342-381.
Apr 14: International Issues: Climate Change

Read: Jack Hollander, 2003, Rushing to Judgment, Wilson Quarterly, Spring, http://wwics.si.edu/index.cfm?fuseaction=wq.essay&essay_id=33083.

V. Ramanathan and Tim Barnett, 2003, Experimenting with the Earth, Wilson Quarterly, Spring, http://wwics.si.edu/index.cfm?fuseaction=wq.essay&essay_id=33085.

Film: What’s up with the weather?

Apr 19: Population

Read: Vig and Kraft book, Ch 15 Richard Tobin, “Environment, Population, and the Developing World”, pp. 347-369.

Apr 21: Sustainable development


Read: Vig and Kraft, Ch. 17, pp. 391-407.

Source: http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm#plagiarism

GMU Plagiarism Statement
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another person without giving that person credit. Writers give credit through accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes; a simple listing of books and articles is not sufficient. Plagiarism is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in an academic setting. Student writers are often confused as to what should be cited. Some think that only direct quotations need to be credited. While direct quotations do need citations, so do paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information formerly unknown to the writers or which the writers did not discover themselves. Exceptions for this include factual information which can be obtained from a variety of sources, the writers' own insights or findings from their own field research, and what has been termed common knowledge. What constitutes common knowledge can sometimes be precarious; what is common knowledge for one audience may not be so for another. In such situations, it is helpful, to keep the reader in mind and to think of citations as being "reader friendly." In other words, writers provide a citation for any piece of information that they think their readers might want to investigate further. Not only is this attitude considerate of readers, it will almost certainly ensure that writers will never be guilty of plagiarism. (statement of English Department at George Mason University)

Plagiarism and the Internet
Copyright rules also apply to users of the Internet who cite from Internet sources. Information and graphics accessed electronically must also be cited, giving credit to the sources. This material includes but is not limited to e-mail (don't cite or forward someone else's e-mail without permission), newsgroup material, information from Web sites, including graphics. Even if you give credit, you must get permission from the original source to put any graphic that you did not create on your web page. Shareware graphics are not free. Freeware clipart is available for you to freely use. If the material does not say "free," assume it is not. Putting someone else's Internet material on your web page is stealing intellectual property. Making links to a site is, at this time, okay, but getting permission is strongly advised, since many Web sites have their own requirements for linking to their material. (Virginia Montecino)
