BA in Environmental and Sustainability Studies

Overview

This degree prepares students to pursue employment and/or graduate study in fields related to social justice, business and public policy, and environmental protection as they relate to the environment and sustainability.  

Learning Outcomes

The curriculum is designed to provide students with the necessary theoretical and practical knowledge regarding the three aspects of environmental and sustainability studies:  people, prosperity, and planet. These concepts are explored by way of subject-specific and project-focused courses, in addition to a subject concentration. Upon completion of an undergraduate degree in Environmental and Sustainability Studies a student should be able to demonstrate knowledge of:
· Individual and Group Behavior (people): by critically assessing the part individuals and communities have played in creating environmental challenges, the diversity of ethical and social justice issues raised by human interactions with the environment, and understanding how individuals and communities can use these ethical insights as a foundation to devise and implement solutions to address these problems;

· Business and Public Policy (prosperity): by analytically considering how political institutions, markets and businesses have interacted with the environment, and the pivotal role they have in developing solutions that address environmental concerns;
· Environmental Science and Society (planet): by understanding the components and interactions that make up the ecosystem, and how this system responds to natural and human interactions;
· Integration and Analysis: by integrating and applying the knowledge of the three aspects of environmental and sustainability studies to practical applications within the community and to critically assess and devise plans that address the social factors related to natural resource use;

· Innovation: by developing skills that will contribute to the global movement towards realizing a more healthy, just and sustainable society;

· Concentrated Expertise: by specializing in a concentrated subject area related to environmental and sustainability studies.

To this end, students will enroll in core courses that touch on the theoretical underpinnings and practical application of the three aspects of environmental and sustainability studies: people, prosperity, and planet
 To encourage students to consider the intersection of these concepts, students will also take experiential learning and project-focused classes related to integration, analysis, and innovation. Courses that contribute to the core curricula are described below:

1. Individual and Group Behavior (people): EVPP 336 Human Dimensions in the Environment, NCLC 3XXX Environmental Justice 

2. Business and Public Policy (prosperity): EVPP 322/GOVT xxx Business & Sustainability, EVPP 361/GOVT 361 Introduction to Environmental Policy

3. Environmental Science and Society (planet): EVPP 110 Ecosphere 1, EVPP 111 Ecosphere 2, EVPP 377 Applied Ecology

4. Integration, Analysis, Innovation: NCLC 210 Sustainable World, EVPP 480 Sustainability in Action. Additionally, students will be required to enroll in NCLC 490 Internship and will have additional opportunities for sustainability-related experiential learning. 

To further develop students’ expertise in the three aspects of environmental and sustainability studies, students will develop in-depth knowledge in one of four concentration areas. The concentrations encourage greater understanding in one of the three focal points of environmental and sustainability studies, while exploring important intersections among them:

1. Individual and Group Behavior (people): Concentration in Equity and Social Justice

2. Business and Public Policy (prosperity): Concentration in Environmental Economics and Concentration in Environmental Policy and Politics

3. Environmental Science and Society (planet): Concentration in Climate Change and Society

