Proposed Changes to the Undergraduate Biology Honors Program

Admission Requirements:

Admission into our Honors Program will be by invitation only. Admission will focus on 3 groups of students:


Biology majors in the General Education Honors Program


Biology majors who do well in BIOL 213 or who are otherwise identified as being excellent students by faculty or faculty advisors. 


Transfer students who have at least 6-8 credits in Science and Math at GMU with some biology. 

Minimum requirements for invitation would be:


GPA in science and math ≥ 3.5


Grade of B or better in BIOL 213 


Ideally we would like to recruit students in their freshmen or sophomore year. 

Retention Requirements: 
Students in Biology Honors must maintain a math and science GPA ≥ 3.5 from the time they have accumulated 30 hours and thereafter. 

Students who fall below this standard will be given a one semester probationary period in which to bring their GPA back up to the minimum standard. 

Requirements to Graduate with Biology Honors

Minimum 3.5 GPA in math and science.

Minimum 3.0 GPA overall. 

6-7 credits in Honors courses in the major (BIOL) including 3 semesters of BIOL 494 (Honors seminar) (1 credit),  or 2 semesters of BIOL 494  and 1 semester of BIOL 493 (Honors research) (1 credit) . 

Minimum GPA in Honors Biology courses : 3.5

Students currently in the Biology Honors Program

Students who have already taken at least one semester of BIOL 494 (as of Spring 2007) will be grandfathered under the old Biology Honors requirements. 
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